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October 30, 2020 

Dear School Community, 

Welcome fall recess! Can you believe that we have completed almost nine uninterrupted weeks of school? In 
my “welcome back to school” letter, I referenced one of the most famous lines in rock music, “What a Long 
Strange Trip Its Been,” and still think it remains the frontrunner for “Theme of the School Year!”  

I wanted to take a moment and recognize our dedicated faculty and staff. This school year has been 
challenging and the performance of our employees has been extraordinary. From navigating Schoology to 
ensuring our buildings are “Covid” cleaned, I am deeply humbled to work with so many caring professionals. I 
am also very proud of our students. While this is not the school year they envisioned, our students continue to 
handle difficult circumstances as mature young men and women. Resilience is the key ingredient throughout 
this pandemic, and Kingsway epitomizes this character trait.  I am certain we will all look back on this moment, 
proud of how we have handled this difficult time – together – as #1DragonFamily! 

Below are several important announcements.  

School Reopening & District Calendar 
School reopens on Monday, November 9th. To monitor our school calendar, click HERE. 

Fall Recess: An opportunity for Self-Care 
We cannot ignore the stress our students are under and the challenges they face in handling uncertainty. The 
following guidance may assist parents to help their children engage in self-care practices over the break.  To 
read more about these self-care practices, click on the article, 7 Science-Based Strategies to Cope with 
Coronavirus Anxiety. 

 Do not underestimate your own resilience. Often people overestimate how much negative events 
will affect their lives, and underestimate how well they can cope. Have confidence in your ability to 
get through this. 

 Practice tolerating uncertainty. Uncertainty makes people vulnerable to anxiety. Gradually face 
uncertainty in daily life by easing back on certainty-seeking behaviors. 

 Tackle the anxiety paradox. Anxiety rises proportionally to how much one tries to get rid of it. “What 
you resist persists.” 

 Create Boundaries around social media consumption. 

 Stay active and prioritize physical and mental health. 

 Exercise patience, kindness and compassion toward yourself and others. 

 
 

https://www.nj.gov/dcf/news/Hotlines&Helplines-COVID.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.krsd.org//cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/48/2020-21+KRSD+School+Calendar+BOE+Approved+7-25-2020+Upd.+10-6-2020.pdf
https://theconversation.com/7-science-based-strategies-to-cope-with-coronavirus-anxiety-133207
https://theconversation.com/7-science-based-strategies-to-cope-with-coronavirus-anxiety-133207
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Health & Safety Plan – Remain Vigilant, Stay Healthy 
We have spent time focused on three guidelines that serve as the cornerstone of our Health & Safety Plan. As 
we enter fall recess, it is important that we continue to be mindful of the environment we are living, as the 
coronavirus does not discriminate. Our students will have plenty of temptation to gather for Halloween and 
other fall-related activities. I am encouraging everyone to keep what the health experts continue to tout as 
our best defense in mitigating transmission of the coronavirus. We want everyone to remain healthy and our 
schools to remain open. 

Wear your mask 
Maintain social distancing 

Practice good hand and respiratory hygiene 

Hybrid/Virtual Learning Reminders 
Our learning program’s goal is to continue to grow, to support, and to enrich student learning. Below are two 
items to remember for when we return from fall recess. 

 Grading: Unlike last spring, there will be no pass/fail system implemented this year. The grade that is 
reflected in Schoology is the grade your child will earn mid-semester/end of the semester. Please 
contact individual teachers or your child's guidance counselor if extra support or assistance is needed.  
Information on grading at Kingsway can be found HERE.  

 Attendance on Virtual Wednesdays: On live, synchronous days (typically Wednesdays), all students 
are required to attend virtual class according to the bell schedule. Students are expected to log into 
Schoology to access the meeting link and arrive on time to each class. Students will be marked as 
unexcused if they do not attend. Student Expectations and Procedures for Live Virtual meetings can 
be found HERE.  

 
Gov. Murphy’s Strongly Warns Against Interstate Travel 
As part of our community mitigation efforts, we are following the spirit of Governor Murphy’s advisory 
regarding travel to certain impacted states on the Travel Advisory List. Gov. Murphy has recently underscored 
his position on this matter with urgent pleas against interstate travel and was quoted as saying, “my advice is 
to frankly not travel” as New Jersey begins to see an uptick in cases statewide. 

18th Annual Virtual Holiday Craft Show 
This year’s 18th Annual Holiday Craft Show will be held virtually and is designed to support local vendors and 
small businesses who have supported the Kingsway Education Foundation in the past. This is our way to help 
those who have always helped Kingsway. Please support our vendors by visiting our Virtual Vendor Showcase 
at www.krsd.org/CraftShow. Each vendor is linked on the left column and you can purchase directly from the 
vendor’s page.  

In closing, thank you for your prompt attention to this communication and I wish for each of you a fun and 
relaxing fall recess! 

Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
 

Dr. James J. Lavender  
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.krsd.org/Page/1238
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1780
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
http://www.krsd.org/CraftShow
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Superintendent’s Updates 

o Superintendent's Reminder - Schedule Change Week of Oct. 12th - Posted 10.9.2020 

o Superintendent's Update - Posted 9.28.2020 

o Superintendent's School Community Update - Posted 9.11.2020 

o NJDOH Public Health Recommendations for Schools - Posted 8.24.2020 

o Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Posted August 1, 2020 

o Superintendent's KR Reopening Plan Update No. 2 - July 31, 2020 

o Superintendent's Preliminary School Reopening Schedules Letter - July 23 

o 2020-21 District Calendar 

 
Resources 

o Schoology 

o Student Expectations and Procedures for Live Virtual Meetings 

o Student Requirements for Learning in a Hybrid Environment 

o Faculty: 2020-2021 Best Practices & Guidelines for Hybrid/Virtual Teaching. 

o Parents: 2020-2021 Hybrid/Virtual Learning Program & Overview 

New Jersey’s Restart & Recovery Plan: The Road Back 

o CDC’s Health Guidelines &  CDC’s Considerations for Schools 

o “You need to ‘mask train’ your kids before schools reopen…. Here’s how to do it.” 

o “mask-endurance” 

o Please Support Our Local Restaurants, Eateries and Businesses 

https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Superintendent%20KR%20Schedule%20Update%2010.9.2020.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Superintendent%20KR%20School%20Community%20Update%209.28.2020.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Superintendent%20School%20Community%20Update%20%209.11.20.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/NJDOH%208-13-20.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/KR%20FAQs%208.1.2020.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/KR%20Reopen%20Plan%20Update%20No.%202%20Super%207.31.20.pdf
https://www.krsd.org/schoolcalendar
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1765
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1780
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1779
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1755
https://www.krsd.org/Page/1756
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/07/you-need-to-mask-train-your-kids-before-schools-reopen-nj-districts-say-heres-how-to-do-it.html
https://patch.com/new-jersey/summit/summit-superintendent-students-should-build-mask-endurance
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Support%20our%20Local%20Restaurants%20and%20Businesses%20May2020.pdf

